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Welcome to St. Ed’s Lower Prep

St. Edmund’s Lower Prep provides children with a wonderful start to school life.  We ensure that your child 
has a really positive first experience of education, building a foundation for a life-long love of learning.

Our Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 classes are run by caring, creative and experienced staff who know 
exactly how to bring out the best in each pupil, and, most importantly, make learning fun!  Being part of both 
a Prep and Senior school our Lower Prep children have access to an amazing array of resources including 
our indoor swimming pool, theatre hall, dance studio, sports pitches and a golf course to name a few.

Based in our brand new Lower Prep classroom building, our small class sizes have the flexibility to deliver 
the curriculum in a way that helps our children learn and consolidate their knowledge with practical 
experiments, activities and school trips.  Our days are balanced with academic learning of key maths and 
literacy, and creativity and practical work and the school’s 40 acres of grounds and woodland provides the 
perfect outside classroom.

The chance to take part in such a wide variety of activities from a young age helps our children discover their 
talents and passions that define them, feel proud of their achievements and develop confidence in their abilities. 

Please do visit us and enjoy a bit of the St. Ed’s magic!
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“We love the safe, kind and quirky environment at St. Ed’s that gives our children 
heaps of opportunity for exploration and fun whilst allowing them to be unashamedly 

individual.  There is definitely something magical about school life at St. Ed’s.”   
Current Form 2 and Reception Parent



It’s Fun to Learn
Reception

For our Reception children, the caring ethos and values embedded in their Nursery experience will have 
given them the foundations for their next steps.  The children still enjoy a play-based curriculum but are 
ready for bigger challenges and more independence.  Great emphasis is placed on encouraging the children 
to support each other and ‘to learn how to learn’.

Our small classes allow our teachers to appreciate and recognise the individual learning needs of every 
child, who in turn are encouraged and supported to progress in their own way and in their own time.  
Enriching our child-led ethos is the development of the children’s literacy and mathematic talents, and, 
when they are ready, the children read daily to ensure a love of stories and imagination is captured from 
an early age.  Complementing our Reception Curriculum are the many Prep and Senior School specialist 
teachers who join the children weekly for French lessons, Sport, ICT, Music, Dance and Swimming; not 
forgetting of course our weekly Learning Outside the Classroom initiative which is a firm favourite 
amongst our children and makes the most of the school’s 40 acres of grounds and woodland.  
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Form 1 and Form 2

We are determined to give each child the very best possible start to their school lives within a happy 
and secure environment.  At this precious age it is vital to develop each child’s self-belief and sustained 
enjoyment of discovery; with this in mind, our children thrive with the attention and support they receive 
alongside a huge range of learning opportunities.  Children in our Form 1 and Form 2 learn to work and 
play constructively, whilst learning the values of co-operation and self-discipline alongside the importance 
of caring for each other. 

Lively, enquiring minds are encouraged and stretched through first hand practical experience and 
outstanding teaching, within an environment where effort, good manners, consideration for others and 
success are recognised and rewarded.

Our children have lessons in the following subjects:

■ English ■ Mathematics ■ Science ■ P.E. (inc. swimming lessons)

■ French ■ History ■ Geography ■ I.C.T.

■ R.S./P.S.H.E.    ■ Music   ■ Art ■ Dance

“Smiling is my favourite thing to do, and when I’m at school  
I smile a lot .. so that makes school my favourite thing too.” 

Form 2 Pupil
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Home from Home
Lower Prep years are your child’s first steps into the world of education and we want to ensure they are cared 
for and supported as well as they have been at home.  At St. Ed’s, we introduce your child to the wonderful world 
of learning in a happy, caring and supportive environment surrounded by thoughtful and approachable staff.

During these formative years, attitudes, trust in authority and confidence in leadership are shaped.  We 
make sure that your child has the best start possible to build their confidence and teach them how to 
become an essential part of the community whilst not losing their individuality.  Our staff are dedicated to 
creating a close-knit community at St. Ed’s and our small teaching groups ensure that we get to know your 
child’s likes, needs and worries and be best placed to ensure they are happy and comfortable at school.

We have an active Divisional (House) system promoting inter-year group friendships, fun and camaraderie.  
There are four divisions:  Clive, Nelson, Scott and Wellington.  Every pupil is assigned to a Division for the 
duration of their Lower-Prep and Prep school life and each Division also has appointed staff members who 
will do anything for Divisional victory!  Our children are very loyal to their Division, even as young as our 
Reception children can be heard cheering on their Divisional teams with the greatest of enthusiasm.  Popular 
inter-divisional competitions include music, sport, galas, art and of course the infamous annual pancake race! 

A Divisional card system is in continuous operation as a reward system for the children.  The rewards 
are called Plus points and are awarded by members of staff for academic work, for effort, for sporting 
achievement, for participation and for displaying an excellent or helpful attitude outside the classroom.  
When a pupil has collected ten Plus points on their card, they are awarded a Star, which they then present 
to the Headmaster or Deputy Headmaster who in turn reward them with a sticker and a ball in their 
Divisional colours and a treat. 
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Beyond the Classroom
Children in our Lower Prep enjoy PE and swimming lessons taught by specialist sports staff every week.  
In addition, the children can join in an array of co-curricular clubs and activities.

The pupils enjoy a fun, varied and focused programme in which ball skills, gross motor skills, swimming, 
dance and athletics are taught. The skills needed for specific sports are brought in progressively through 
the years and the idea of playing within a team is introduced and developed nearing the end of Form 2 in 
preparation for joining the Prep School in Form 3.  All areas of the games curriculum are closely linked to 
the Early Years Foundation stage curriculum and to the Prep School curriculum which ensures a smooth 
and seamless transition between the different stages of your child’s education at St. Ed’s. 

St. Ed’s pupils enjoy outstanding sports facilities, including an all-weather astro pitch, tennis and netball 
courts, an indoor heated swimming pool, extensive playing fields and woodland for cross-country running 
and our Learning Outside the Classroom programme.  Weekly swimming lessons take place all year round 
in our covered, heated pool and individual swimming lessons are also available on a private basis if required.

An undoubted highlight of the year for the Lower Prep is their sports day which takes place in the summer 
term. This is a joyous celebration of teamwork, confidence and the school house system and the children 
love taking part. We combine an atmosphere of inclusiveness with some healthy competition!

Our ever expanding list of co-curricular activities affords all of our Lower Prep children an abundance of 
opportunity, including Tennis, Judo, Run-Club, Golf and Street Dance.  

“St. Edmund’s provides a beautiful environment to grow up in, and their fun approach to 
learning makes every day interesting.  The teachers really know the children on an individual 

level and seem to bring out the best in them.  My son always comes home smiling.”  
Current Form 1 Parent
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Making Music
Not a day goes by without the sound of music-making echoing through the corridors of our music department.  
There are two half-hour music sessions each week for all of our Lower Prep classes.  Singing is at the core of 
the Music curriculum and the children are introduced to a variety of instruments which are used for rhythm 
games, improvisation and composition.   The children listen to and enjoy music from different cultures and in 
a variety of styles. 

Music also plays an important part in other areas of the curriculum, with class teachers using song and 
percussion to enhance learning.  We believe it is vital that the children really enjoy their music-making and 
come away from lessons having had fun whilst learning. 

The children love taking part in productions too.  At Christmas, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 perform a nativity 
or Christmas play, and also attend one of the school’s four Carol Concerts which take place in St Luke’s 
Church in Grayshott.  Guaranteed to put the biggest of scrooges in the Christmas spirit!  In the Summer Term, 
the children perform their very special Lower Prep production, recent productions being The Bee Musical and 
Hats Off! From Form 2, individual music lessons are offered in many instruments and singing and an informal 
concert is held during the year for the children to perform should they wish. 

“What I love most about St. Ed’s is that they teach the children  
that it is ok to be wrong, how to try again, and how  

to achieve and celebrate all of these steps along the way.” 
Current Form 1 Parent



 ST. EDS LOWER PREP 9

Communication is key
We believe that a strong link between home and School is vital to a child’s all-round development which 
is why St. Ed’s maintains an open and regular channel of communication with parents on both a formal and 
informal level. 

For parents whose children start their St. Ed’s experience in Reception, an informal tea party is hosted at 
the beginning of term where parents are given a presentation on what their children will be learning and 
experiencing as they begin their academic journeys.  Thereafter, and as the children progress through the 
school, parents receive a written report at the end of each term and a formal Parents’ evening takes place 
every other term.  

Whilst written reports and parent evenings are important, St. Ed’s also recognises the significance of the 
Form Taker who keeps an eye on the children both academically and pastorally and therefore are the first 
point of contact for parents.  In addition, there are various open events held during the year which provide 
our parents with the opportunity to see the workings and achievements of the rest of the School.
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Every Day is a Good Day
Our Lower Prep children can arrive at school from 7.45 am with all form groups welcomed into their 
classroom at 8.15 am.  Registration is promptly at 8.30 am whereupon the children either attend assembly, 
Chapel or Form time.  Our Lower Prep school day finishes at 3.15 pm but may be extended to 4.30 pm 
by participation in our after school activities called “Fun for Free”.  Activities include sport, music, art and 
craft and are taken by form and subject specialists.  Our optional co-curricular activities including Golf, 
Tennis, Streetdance, Judo and Run Club also take place at this time. 

Recognising that our parents have busy lives, all of our children can stay with us until 6.15 pm every day 
of the week thanks to our after school clubs with optional pick up times available.  Children staying past 
5.30 pm will be provided with a snack supper.  Our school bus network departs from school at 5.30 pm 
Monday through to Thursday and at 4.30 pm on Fridays.

We are What We Eat
An exciting and healthy menu is provided for all of the children at St. Ed’s.  Fresh fruit platters and 
sandwiches are served at break times and water is available to the children throughout the day as learning 
and discovery can be thirsty work!  At midday, freshly prepared cooked lunches from the School kitchen 
are served in the panelled dining room where family style dining is promoted.  Non-dairy and vegetarian 
alternatives are provided and special dietary requirements for the children can be discussed and all of 
our recipes are low sugar; no added salt and we keep processed foods to an absolute minimum.  A happy 
healthy outside starts from the inside!

“My daughter enjoys coming to school every single day, she loves the teachers 
and the fun. St. Ed’s is the kind of school I would have loved to go to.”  

Current Form 2 Parent 





ST. EDMUND’S SCHOOL
PORTSMOUTH ROAD HINDHEAD SURREY GU26 6BH

School Secretary: 01428 604808 | schoolsecretary@saintedmunds.co.uk
 Registrar : 01428 609875 | registrar@saintedmunds.co.uk

www.saintedmunds.co.uk


